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On May 20, Chicago Ride of Silence will mourn lives lost while biking
The annual memorial bike ride will provide a moment of silent reflection at the sites where drivers killed people biking

Chicago, Ill., May 18, 2026 — On Wednesday, May 20, all are invited to join a worldwide annual bicycle ride to honor
the people killed while biking on public roadways. The event calls attention to the right of people to bike on the road
and the urgent need for infrastructure and policies that will make biking in the Chicago region safer and more
welcoming for people of all ages and abilities.

“These tragic deaths are preventable, especially on our neighborhood streets,” said Chicago Ride of Silence organizer
Elizabeth Adamczyk. “The ride offers us a chance to mourn those who have been killed while biking, visit their crash
sites and share a silent moment of respect and reflection.”

Nine people in Chicago were killed by drivers while biking in 2020, 10 in 2021, and in eight 2022. During 2024, 38
pedestrians and five people biking were killed by motorists, and in 2025, 36 pedestrians and two people biking were
killed by drivers. In 2026, we have had two people biking, two people riding e-scooters, and nine pedestrians killed in
Chicago, according to Streetsblog Chicago reports.

“The lack of safe infrastructure for all road users combined with drivers traveling at unsafe speeds results in far too
many crashes involving people walking and biking,” said Amy Rynell, Executive Director of the Active Transportation
Alliance. “There is an urgent need for safety improvements on many of our streets. No more people should have to die
while biking or walking on any of our roadways in order to achieve needed safety improvements.”

Because of the frequent role speed plays in car crashes, more U.S. cities have taken the lifesaving step of lowering speed
limits and reigning in repeat speeding offenders. Lowering the speed limit even a small amount can have an outsized
effect on road safety. Active Transportation Alliance is currently working to pass several state bills that establish safer
speeds for drivers and regulate faster micromobility devices.

* HBS5081 would allow local communities to adopt lower speed limits through resolutions or ordinances.

» HB4948 would target extreme or repeat speeders with Intelligent Speed Assistance (ISA), a technology that helps
vehicles stay within the posted speed limit.

+ SB3336 integrates micromobility devices into state law, establishes age restrictions, and implements sensible
regulations for the use of high-speed devices, like e-motos.

This year’s Ride of Silence will honor Yader Castaneda who died on Memorial Day of 2025 while riding through the
intersection of Randolph and Michigan Ave. His was the first fatality following last year’s Ride of Silence.

Also included along the route this year are several crash sites where either no ghost bike was placed or has since been
removed.

The route will conclude at Monochrome Brewing in Pilsen where participants will honor two more fallen cyclists — Dr.
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Bob Hsuing and Damian Gomez — before concluding with a post-ride gathering.

* Dr. Bob was a beloved member of the Chicago Cycling Club for many years and often led long touring rides to local
Chicago breweries. His last planned ride of the 2025 season was to Monochrome Brewing. He died while on a bicycle
tour in Japan in late August 2025.

* Damian Gomez was killed by a driver on April 5 at the intersection of Kedzie and 63rd in Chicago Lawn. Members
of Gage Park Cyclists, Chicago Taildraggers Bicycle Club, and Little Village Cyclists have hosted several tribute rides
to the crash site as a tribute to Gomez. These groups are also advocates in a weekly Archer Safe Streets Improvements
Project rally.

* For the first time ever, the Chicago Ride of Silence will visit the crash site of a living victim — Dr. Ray Lee — who
was severely injured while riding home from the Illinois Medical District.

The roughly 8.5-mile Ride of Silence will gather at 5:30 p.m. and depart at 6 p.m. from Queen’s Landing (500 S. Lake
Shore Drive across from Buckingham Fountain) on the lakefront, visiting the following crash sites along the route:

* Gerardo Marciales (41), 2/28/22 at Balbo and DLSD

*  Yader “Yak” Castaneda (18), 5/26/25 at Randolph and Michigan
* Angela Park (39), 8/9/18 at Halsted and Madison

* Paresh Chhatrala (42), 4/16/22 at 900 W. Madison

* Andrew Ryan Biesen (28), 9/9/20 at Damen and Warren

* Frederick “Dad” Kabriek (30), 8/23/11 at Morgan and 18th

* Dr. Bob Hsuing (66), 8/31/25 (while riding in Japan)

* Damian Gomez (22), 4/5/26 at 63rd and Kedzie

* Dr. Ray Lee (living), 10/29/25 at Damen and Van Buren

“The Ride of Silence honors all crash victims and survivors, and this year’s event will further unify the local cycling
community in remembrance of these victims,” said Adamczyk.

Those seeking to support the Ride of Silence are welcome to purchase a jersey or trail tech tee; all proceeds will benefit
the local Ride of Silence efforts.

Riders are asked to register in advance. The Chicago Ride of Silence is sponsored by FK Law.

Black armbands are worn by participants to honor our fallen and red armbands may be worn if you’ve been hit by a
driver while biking (black armbands will be provided). Helmets are required; lights are highly recommended for the ride
home.

In the event of inclement weather, participants are asked to gather at the post-ride location.

This year, a dozen Rides of Silence will be taking place in communities throughout Illinois. The Ride of Silence is held
in many locations in the US, Canada, Australia, Europe, South and Central America and the rest of the world. This year
there are nearly 300 locations registered throughout the world.

Chicago Ride of Silence

*  Wednesday, May 20, 2026, gather at 5:30 p.m., 6 p.m. departure. Ride of Silence participants are asked to register in
advance.

* Queen’s Landing (500 S. DuSable Lake Shore Drive)

» Post-ride gathering at the Monochrome Brewing, 2101 S Carpenter St., Chicago, IL 60608

HiHH

ABOUT THE RIDE OF SILENCE

The mission of the worldwide Ride of Silence™ is to honor bicyclists killed by motorists, promote sharing the road, and
provide awareness of bicycling safety. Founder and President Chris Phelan organized the first Ride of Silence in Dallas
in 2003 after endurance cyclist Larry Schwartz was killed by a passing bus’s mirror on an empty road. The Ride of
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Silence is a free ride that asks its cyclists to ride no faster than 12 mph for no longer than an hour. The ride hopes to
raise cycling awareness during bike month to motorists, police, traffic engineers, insurance companies, and city
officials. The ride is also a chance to mourn, in funeral procession style, those who have been killed.



